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ABSTRACT

This academic article aimed to study the adoption in the context of sexual diversity by analyzing
the development of laws and the adoption process that affect the ability of LGBTQ couples to adopt
children in Thailand. The study also explores relevant concepts, theories, and legal frameworks related
to rights and equality under Thai laws. This article applies the qualitative research method, consisting of
the literature review and the analysis of related materials, including applicable laws, namely the Adoption
Act B.E. 2522 (1979), the Civil Partnership Act B.E. 2567 (2024), and the Civil and Commercial Code
Amendment Act (No. 24) B.E. 2567 (2024).

The study revealed that Thailand's adoption laws were grounded in a family framework based
on a heterosexual married couple. As a result, same-sex couples were unable to jointly adopt a child and
were deemed to lack the required qualifications due to the absence of legal recognition of their
relationship status. Following the enactment of the Civil Partnership Act B.E. 2567 (2024), the law
recognizes family status and removes legal barriers to adoption, thereby affecting the eligibility
assessment for joint adoption by couples of diverse sexual orientations. This article highlights that the
Child Adoption Center's qualification criteria and operational practices must be enhanced to ensure the

principle of equality and effectively safeguard the best interests of the child.

Keywords: Adoption, Sexual diversity, Rights and equality, Thai laws
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