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ABSTRACT
This paper allows to deepen understanding of how these areas of the primary basis for sports sex
categorisation intersect with fairness protection and sports self-regulation. By integrating these areas, this
paper examines the role of the U.S. Courts in protecting policy basis for sports governing bodies and
regulating unfair biolosical advantages. This paper engages with arguments against state bans that human
rights law functions as a socially constructed power structure. A critical understanding of key aspects of
balancing fairness and inclusion in U.S. sports including in the international sports context is provided.
This paper also analyses the U.S. courts’ opinion in Little v. Hecox and addresses the implications this
case will have on other legal issues concerning transgender athletes in U.S. sports. This paper finally
recognises bans on transgender participation in U.S. sports as a gender equality issue and calls for further
scientific evidence of a persistent competitive advantage.
Keywords: Sports Governance, Sex Assigned at Birth, Transgender. U.S. Courts, Little v. Hecox
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ANFENALY: NSUTINTUNATEY INANLEA AUTILNA ANAENSTONISNT AR Little v. Hecox
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nfnvluAdunyedfifinedidn (Biological Sex) u3oiwefignszyrolilnegusznauinTnumned
Faudusnifn Tnedenndnuasmatinmiivnngliisenouis@nummddiulusneiy Sndunilsinfmniib
audnaunidudinufionadisndnvainana (Gender Identity) wiedinsannngludalansentnitaueadumne
Tauazuansoandedsauvidedauseudreimudumaln wiidodnAwdsrasfiazanhnmaudsdufisluny
dausvielunmvesiudaiond dhiwenades foRnunuuiauivhonsswunyssannsudsiufimnide
TosnisduundszamnisudstuiniufoRdunenfundruuainiugsu

M55 UNUTTANNIS WSt URMIAIIINA (Sports Categorisation by Sex Distinguishes) iuuuuunudily
Junawidanisudsduimesnidunnaglagldinamiananumiieuluwaiia (Sex Assigned at Birth %i5e
SAAB) W3 aauLAnaslunAn13T93 e (Biological Sex) il alwinasan1sdnnsudsduiulindussideu
Boufes TfmatudavSemansdineiignimuslasdnvasmeinmimiiou q fulidiunsmnmsudadu
AnluUsELANAIUINARLTANT DLNANIITINGRBIN Y (Nokoff, Senefeld, Krausz, Hunter, & Joyner, 2023)
WU NISHUITUARIUTELANTIY (Men's Sports Competition Category) A1SWUSTUARIUTZLANKYY (Women's
Sports Competition Category) qumaﬁdw@”ﬁmmﬁmaLwiﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁi'wmaﬁwﬁmﬁqiﬂﬂdwQﬁmm@uwﬁﬁ%ﬁm
sedisysusesluumalnawmelsuiiganidiimendausiiida filmanoudiidasiliillassaiisameilgnin
LLasﬁmaﬂé'mLﬁ'yammiw@ﬁl,vmmﬁaLLm'ﬁ’WLﬁm (Waselewski, A, Waselewski, M., Waselewski, E., Kruger, &
Chang, 2023) waﬁmumﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁLWﬂ%ﬂﬂLLdﬁﬂLﬁmﬁﬂLL%QLLiaﬂ'jwr;:JﬁLWﬂmﬁqLLGifﬁ’ﬂLﬁm (Hilton & Lundberg, 2021a)
nsduunUssannisustufmanuesidaviemansdiine iy W foadunensuineiauiuluag msfim
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d1na f\]‘Uﬂa’lEJ@J']LUuVNLﬂmsy]V]IGULUUU§§V]ﬂi']‘l«ﬂ.“ﬂqﬁﬁ]@ﬂqﬁLLsUQGUUﬂW”IV]ﬁ']ﬂEUV]NQUIU']Qﬂ']iﬂW']EJﬂﬂaLUUQQ’]N

U3 gAsTTNNNeNISAu (Faimess in Sports) lagtduanugndeswsusssuiifaulursmsimeeniuivie
Fa (Integrity in Sports) Mnglad HunseUaselazasiavsaulirdinayawdinidninudusindgimeandgs
wirde Whudsduinswiuiinamdgausiidoud lifeszgruesrindudsialunnanugniesveussu
viaduvaifauiinnulaivignd gisssunonanisiuinds ud saonaadrsanuidoudsdedaidsaivsinm
Y99401N3NI8NAIE (Hilton & Lundberg, 2021b) ins1zdiimagauarindadnudusandddinandgusniia
o1ldmnuldiuiouiinuiisnussmeesusmilerfimemdgausiuianiisieneliudusavinduals (Senefeld,
Hunter, Coleman, & Joyner, 2023) Aordunisud sfufisniilaiBusssa (Unfair Sports Competition) faunsn
gnuesinFesindnluaenigeuiiogiiuiuluimstnideaiuniegnuesinduFesilivnglimsluaen
53wy lU Tunadesnmssuunyssiavnsudedufvnaaumanigndsderiuuuuinunsu foRausoruan
nanenduriangniinilunisutedufn (Lex Ludica) uasndungszifeuidonisudmsunasesfion (Lex Sportiva)
Tg0aruaNnuUsEngAvastnf i ustufunTudssiamnisuasiufmmumaniinueiny 13e9aL g5
nsustuilulszinnnsustufwasetumwandave sy mndinisiiiy luufufauazsianuianisite
warlssulnwm Aumuismualy Uones, Arcelus, Bouman, & Haycraft, 2017)
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afl wednsusmsunasasiun (Sports Governing Bodies) 19y aniusAWuIwI¥ A (International Sports
Federations %3 IFs) vioauaufmaina (Global Sports Associations) lugiuzesdnsiilisiurauimsunases
Anvesusazsinfiw Shamdninausinissuunyssiannisudeduimnmume ielnuamsaldsialuns
Jasuifoumsdwundszavnisutsduimmumelunisaduianssuivluriafwvesnuliduliegrgnies
¥oUsTIN NMsffuguansfuunUszannsustufnmumalunisianmsudeduiwlitanuuandy sy
LATAIUANATIIABUANLALTUS ST INIRIAnTvRIRURUUsIIAINEnTagneldenaudmsunases ilesuun
UspLamnisutsdufnmuna s fmunsiunanthiivewy smddsnsldsuaieuntosansiaininesiu
Andfimaveuiiidauazininglmendguusiilinegrsindiouiu lnglaliifimeaveouaiidadinugausnii
AiliwAvddauanila Wudsdufmsaudugdmandg swiiiida i Twangwaiidadeidseuiiung
(Handelsman & Bermon, 2025) Taglamglumsussiufniiesdnsuimsunasesfiwndisnnanthiiiuguasy
Turaiiy Feesdnsuimsunasestmenaldsrunaiiouls WeusluauildiuTeudeiuievesndliidusssy wn
famnuhmeifeatumssuunussanmausadufmnmumaiaty

uifeednsuimsunasesimftanusidudfyana (Legal Entities) wonsineminainiy de1urania
wagdastlumsiduguanisudsduinlildmumnsgiuitdnenissuunyssiannsudedufnauiwaiin
#fvuaenld ilensuausnufeinsIsnsimegswiessidaulurenisfiv Afaulursnisiudiunin
sosnslinasgiuitmenisiwundssianmsusdufwaumeduliluswmafeduegrmaunaunduiu
K1uNsfiaF1annssuIdhen siuunUssamnswsiuRwmuinesuduniafen (Harmonised Standards)
fiussaaninveednsudmsunaseafiun (Members of the SGBs) 19U au1ALARISAUIR (National Sports
Associations) YUsed saufukarUfURnu ieneuaussaufoITveINIsiwtaIna vildinasinissuun
UszLanmisudstufwimumagenadesiuiuunsgiuindngnssuunyssannisuadufnmuinaiiosdns
uimsunasesildtnuaenly udanuimedertunissiuunUssannsuds duimanamaeaiaty
detinfirmdstuma (Trans Women in Sports) gignimuslsifumemeideusnifovdediimavousduie
ueSnanualmame (Gender Identity) fiyanasialuiilainnududfimeadeiuauosfinisiuiinnuesdomis
umenda fanudszasifiagdisiunmsutasdufinisznmmds msﬁiaﬁqzﬁﬁwmmmmmﬂﬂﬁmmﬁﬁmL‘Wﬁ
sranunsad 1Tt siuiwussnnmdlauiely unaruatuivhnisfnudmszsiad Little v. Hecox
(139 Bradley Little, Governor of Idaho, et al. v. Lindsay Hecox, et al. (Nos. 24-38, 24-43) (U.S. Supreme
Court) Maduimsvulaliinfwdumands (waginfndramandeiuierd) Whimnsugsiufnyssanm
¢ (Bans on transgender women and girls competing in female school sports) lildanseudsfundnnnsi
Usinglusgsssuyanigenini kunisedusievannisdiuunussiannisudsiufimaunadleuniseensu
dulsluszAuaAtuseavwiued nieuduinauedeldudilulszinuaniiasnmnneldndnnisaenaiiagned
WiaHa (Amar & Caminker, 2026)

nsaiuuleugIuNUIENNNISLIITURRIAUINANTIAYBIR AN TUTI sUNATR AW TuansgaEng
peANTUTMTUNATRINWluansgolusng (SGBs in U.S. Sports) :ﬁ’ﬂ%’W'?ﬂsf'j'yuﬁluﬁaqﬂﬂammgwmEJ
ronwulusuuuvvesasnauiilinasmndils (Non-profit Association) fils¥useumneainesAnsiidunsiniu
au1¥n 019 aluasiw (Clubs) n3san1Uun1s@nw (Institutes) I ldg1urauinisunasesdniun vl
AmuUsENgAnssmunseuitefiosdnsuimsunsesimdmuaienly viedngAnssululufienisiignassass
aaedsyan Tl HuaiesTsuassvTTvesnaiduinAnia mmﬁgﬂﬁﬁﬁLﬁumsﬂ"wﬁuauam‘u&d&i’fuﬁﬁflﬁﬁu
panasgIuaIna lnenisusmsunasesiinnieldesdnsuinisunasesimnilosdusznouiugiuiidrdnyaes
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Uszns dufide (n) 93AnsUIMIUnasasiwluanigawinmiisiuanisuimsunasosnuesegraiudass
(Autonomous Power) ka (1) 83ANsUTITUNATRIAMlUaNS FRITN A 0T A NAUNUS A UUTIANENTN
Tudnwasiidussdnsiudsinlunsiiugua (Regulators) Ingasdnsuivnsunasasiinluansgoissnianunsald
grunanieussanauneanngizidou (Rules & Regulations) i olsfAanssuiwmien1sdanisudsduiunm
annsosululfegsuiusasiauluanisimannsoeguiulfedisasge Sntsdaiswntluniseandds
\iensusmsunasesinn (Regulatory Orders) suidunisldsrunanungsziou vesednsuimsunasesing
a0ty wazidmiifivesesdnsuimsunasesin (Amar & Caminker, 2026) Aiflnaidunisasedaduiusiu
sywinyanaluduiiazie Wasuwlas lou anu s2iu videlinansznudeaniuninvesdnivieviniivesiini
vioynansnamsiun lidrezidunisannsusedansin (Swidler, 2024) wu nseenlusyan (Licensing) N3
TWANSIUN99MA1TWT 99UAKT (Qualifying) N1SARANTNISIUITINATUUITUAWN (Disqualifying) wazn153tiady
gvissal (Appeals) 1usiu
wilesesdnsuimaUnasesiuluanigowinmisiidasylumsningsadeuifemssuunussin
mMsutsiufaumaiuin eliussmandnuazinfniieg nelddatnveanndnufuanm sngladiihilsl
UfURAu Aonadaandaylnemneite (Disciplinary Sanctions) 1 n3alfiauaufniseudnuiisialaaila
(Colorado High School Activities Association %38 CHSAA) saned 1aalnenie3te (Sanctions) wAngau
anunsAnuitligenufifnungsudouindenssuundssinnnsutstufvmunedadn Hud

nsdaasaliinnsIuunUsziamnsudsdunaawantinvasunesgluanigauiEn
wnIvdnnisnangsedeuindhenissuunyssannisusiufaumaiidailddidulngesdng
UivnsUnasestinluanizeiuin egitugruanondsUssadlumsuteiufmiimstanisudsiuiwdsadeu
WUURHLTMUNUSELANE N AU auazdnAvgneaunaysns nLlalaziwandgausniide waziasninlunis
ismnuandnvesesdnsuimsunasesinn melivdnvesanudnianivesnisuansanu Tnsaluasfunuie
anunsAnugounuazd fURnungsuilovvesesdnsuImsunasosim Tnesialusgang  Tuanizeinsm
(US. States) aglalidluunsnuss wiidresdnsuimsunasesiwdudeddanuzamilmiondnaluasin
antunsAnwinazussngegmelidainvesaluasivivioandumsnudndendafing
Huwsisgieamsinwanudusaifousouiesvenisuvstuiv Ussasdfiogiduguaninsgiunis
wisdufwmiednwiasessauasseusas uivesinAniuioyaainsnanisinn FeiliAanisudsdufim
fusavsyRssauaradsanuasuarluasnse fewnisglamunnssunissiuunyssianmaugdstuivn
wartdn tegsainnudussaludsenin uasanmnudvauiunelilfiaatuluinisiv laedvunuun
mImsTuunUsznnnsusiuivaumeida feguuiuguresiveimansnisin weldlunsfisnsan

s
a a

n1sduunUsziannisudsduinidulusgesusgndyfisssy wioudulidunsunanrtunainisvesiguaduld
nqranewiiesnwaruaviessulmiAntu wntiesunsdsluanigousn3dldnmngraneativayunissuun
Ussnnnisudetufmaananiiia wu Sgleanls (Idaho) laeensgtaaifinrmennuefsssulufmussinnndgs
A.A. 2020 (Idaho Faimess in Women’s Sports Act, 2020) $3naa3a1 (Florida) laeansgunaiAinnieninuy
gAsssulufmIUssianuds a.a. 2021 (Florida Faimess in Women’s Sports Act, 2021) kag3giiaiiasiiiley
(West Virginia) tnaeansginaiiinmenisunlesindgduin a.A.2021 (West Virginia Save Women'’s Sports
Act, 2021) 6?53%’31]’@@’@Lﬁﬁudwﬁé’auué’audﬁLﬁamlﬂiuﬁﬂmuﬁmﬁ’uﬁdﬂﬁéﬁmﬁmﬁqLwifi”ll,ﬁmﬁi’hs";m’mrzjﬁu
Rindssamndauar i Tinameus tudadisunisusduimvssinsenitu waldldTinameus e
\Wsmn s sduiwUszinnugsedannua udidiwamsusfidaavidunudiume m3eidudnfnnga
Franwe) Anw 1usiu
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anuduan Yssiruiidudeinmuasdengruneiineadasluad Little v. Hecox

AR Little v. Hecox tunfidudied 1efend (Lindsay Hecox) tnfmmdainumeaszfugau@nundiiga
Anwiegiluminendsussdamn (Boise State University) uaztay Ia (Jane Doe) Unfiumdesziudiseuians
yoslsaduuiseuussd (Boise High School) Mifdndnwaimanansatumeiuila (lilvdnfuvedaunauas
LadlydnAvnngadnuina) uind13138nnTeUIuN1IATINERUNALLIINITAN (Sex Verification in Sports) #inT
Touestudutinfndrume ldduilestouusn dnifia (Brad Little) §ins3glomls (Goveror of Idaho) ua
WIn feragnansgeluinn (U.S. Supreme Court) it ovalvimnafmansgetuinn 3dadunusssssuyny
ansgewsniin SyunaAdnmeanugdsssuluimussnnmge a.A.2020 vaasglonle (S3Unyd@ Fairmess in
Women's Sports Act 2020) ¥9UR 8355551y Qvesanigaminmiola Tnslanizogied sluusudufinngng
wannsuldlinsviulalidnfimduweangs Wagdn A dsnangaguiend) WasiunskusduinUseny
Wﬁmﬂﬂiﬁwé'ﬂmwaﬁ’gﬂ’mzﬂ’ﬁaﬂ’uﬁﬂ’w?aLLé’aﬁ’Uﬁé’ﬂmidﬁw nsdnasuanuinieudausingeyly
Sgossuyuiiansgelsnusludianfinatiufl 14 (Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment) (Tabor,
2025) (fuiinmsnmaninaiientiinmusgenag luansgensniuiasnmsfuasesnnuiananIansanumiiies
JENINUAAA ia:uﬁgdé:miaqmiﬂﬁﬁ’aﬁsmwmﬂﬂaasmwhLﬁwﬁwiwﬁmg]mmmm%’g) welandiaesiuaf
iﬁudﬁ%’gﬁﬁwagLﬂuﬂg%maqqqmmﬂimm SylnyaAvessslenlevsdavisoudwiosyossuyauvivanigaiusn
Tilg whuntaaiwuindfidusulidesuiilgae Lwﬁ%’ﬁmzaaﬂw%ﬁqﬁ’ﬂﬁz’fﬂgwmafl,(ﬂ q flgsindnsvie
wndnsvemaiieswesanizondniluild uaziglaflionsvrdnsouansludin idiam vienindaduvesyanala
TagusimannszuaumMsanguanefignies wazazlaifisslaufiasaruduaseauiyanaegnaviniouiuaeld
ﬂgwmsﬂm” (No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of
citizens of the United States; nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without
due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws) (Little
v. Hecox, 2022)

Tuaiidl Audied hend Uszauatiaziirsiudisdsinusisussaniiunds (Women's cross-country team)
Tunsudstudiaunaufvismingrdeurisufvesanizeininn (National Collegiate Athletic Association ¥i3e
NCAA) wag aunpufanssudseuwissglenle (Idaho High School Activities Association w3 IHSAA) 1Huf59u
IANITUUTU WAUleUIBU9 NCAA 1102801561593 SHUSTUAWI Y9N AN TILIWA (Transgender Student-
Athlete Participation Policy #3aulauie TSAP) launandninasiterliindnfwvgeiumeaglmaggudiin
uisuFauewiosnsiiumanduaziisndnuaimana fyaeamaludileimidudfmends annsadhso
wietuluussamiiavdals mndnimageiumasinanlasusesluuihdadudisetuumalnamelsuiionts
Funnaegedosidunan 1 ¥ (msldsesluuthdasudisesluumalnamelsuguinisoutaelidniwdaine
nialsenmediaonadostusndnualmanandsiuitiwemy waraensuiulssmiundafinulsyasdfiazidn
$2un15ueT) (National Collegiate Athletic Association, 2022) daulgune TSAP VLﬁaaﬂmﬁauﬁ%ngamIavLﬁ
psgigRidhsamugissslufiudssnmnds a.e.2020 Tusn waiiosussniuleus TSAP dailfedwide
dormnululumefidndomidedalematnimdunends (UazinAITINANITUENT) @11N50LUNSIUNNT
wtstuiUssnnmd et ﬁwé’ﬂmiﬁsﬁ’mﬁauﬁaﬁ’wmmﬂ%’gﬁmzﬁaaﬁuﬁ wis1z153Un Rt uuaava i

v a

dnfwiduwandgs Wazdnfwdrumangasuied) Wiswwnsudsduimussinndala wailasdunasdon

< & @ [ Y

NCAA waz TSAP Fsspsgndienannisausgiyafaduiiunu
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iy SyUnaRaduilduunyseiannisutstufuienliiies 3 Ussiamwingu lawn nsudsduinussian

[Ag 7}
v a

e (UnAmeuasinfimwesued) nsudsdufindssnnugs nfvmgauasinfmngaguend) wasnis
wUetuAMIHEY (NaNsEInANIMAL Unfivivie viseraussinsinAinmduerisasinimviegued) lny
ﬁiﬂé’isuﬁqmiﬁﬂLL*unL‘szimumi%’mmemi"ﬂ,ﬂumimww %’gﬂ’agzﬁﬁaﬂ’uﬁlﬂmLm'ai’wLLuﬂUismwﬂ'ﬂﬁmmmWﬂ
finfwiinuasudaviniy whiuistagRatuinninienasyiunisd ansudsdufiviliaenadesi
wEnannalunsdanisutsiufnfidnudsUssinnnisutsiufwnd 3 Yssandindnand Sadulusuuuauns
FuunUszammsudaduinaamaiiinfnduuddudaviomenedainedesduneatuinduniduemnis
fnannawidu Aldduomsiiugulunsuisssannsudsiuflfausefinisdaudsssannisudedu
Anaonadesiunsdnuussanmaudsiuimssdunaniossfuuunnatisisiey elviaenndesiuns
UFtRnumdninermansnisfuagnsdanisinitaly fremen$stydRaduifanwdsdu viliussan
UnAvmnmannTe YAaINININITAINIYNAY WazBIANTUSMTUNATEIRNIMNBIANT dosiuavUufinuseng
1AS9A5A (Golden, Patel, & Brake, 2025)

;:J:L%w&?ﬁaé’aLﬂmdﬂ%’gﬁzym:’adﬂé’wmmqaﬁsiﬂuﬁmﬂizmwm@q A.A. 2020 WYNIUTNNAUTELANNT
wisduvne iy 3 Ussiv Ssaenndestuinasiinnsgrunisudedufiviaina fndifaussimnnsudstufi
w1l 3 Ussamiudieadu Snvanisesisiydilvluhuesdfisessunisdanisudstufimseiunfuas
seiuunnmAnenandlusslonlovielissloaladududnmudnsudvesdnsuimsunasesimnseiu
ulunsdansutdiussiuuund dunneauihnmsesistyaRiduihddmaliian msfungmanels
dhAunasinasgiumswisiuimana fshdrdinussianmsuisiuivie ity 3 Ussioan wasahafuuundn
Aglemlafingmnenelugaenadesiunariinsgiunisudaduimanna Ainssuunyssannisudedy
Ay 3 Ussianetsaenndasiasiu nelfnnsnaunduiu (Harmonisation) seni193gUyelAvessy
lealeatuifuinasiuaspumsidsiuimanna driimsdanmsudstuimszdununilusgleails fae
ansadansudadufivnlfedsgniesmunasiinasgiunsusiuimanauazinasiiusngeglusgiydai
AgANUgAsIIHIUAWIUTELAMIMAS ALA. 2020 WU daniiusnInlan (World Athletics %38 WA) 9401531
Tansudstunimssavuuflusslonils Aaiursaldinasinisdwunusslann1sudatuiwinumenig
Fainenolfilu 3 Usuian Tufife nsudsduimusuamene msudeduimussnmuds wasnisueiufinnes
wl#lunmsutsssannisudsiufminuazfatuiisslonls Wudu

§ﬂﬁﬂs§LSﬁ8ué’ﬂéﬁg&6ﬁaé’ﬂmmﬁ%’gﬁfyﬂadwﬁaBﬂamqaﬁisﬂuﬁmﬂssmwzﬁq A.A. 2020 YIEUATUAIIY
\Dussnlumsudsiufvn viltinAnAdaeuuiueulunsuusssiammsudsiufmaunaifnudiniavie
wievneTainen wledesfuaruduauiune mynmdninasildaenndosnaunduiu uaznsaaniaudstudil
Jusssu IneliiUalemaliinindumendafinanausinin uwilidadnualmanadundgs Iaunsoudetu
Tufwusznnndald Wenwesagldilenmaldanuldseudosounssneiimdenituiendseuindm
Ay 18aTITIUE Tinevg ausiniia %’gﬁigzyfaaﬁuﬁaﬁ’uaquwﬁmmiwdqﬂ’umqﬁ'mﬁLﬁuﬁiim ( Fair
Competition) lagliidavesliminnisionsaenlisulago1dunuuanA19sE nITAWAT UALIEBLUS BUNIS
sl SndudinimieyaansmanisiinanisiuAniiausdeyasuiduianieundndeyaiidusie
Aeatuinivndismanda (ru Suasdoyasiamsiugnsslasluloumasuduie lituarnuilesiuloumne
g (XY) niedilastulaunands (XX) nSeunTadeyaseavaasluumalvainelsunsosasluuineyig
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