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Abstract 
This study explores the integration of mythical creatures from Shan Hai Jing in 

animation education to enhance students' cultural understanding and creative skills. Using a 
mixed-method approach, data were collected through questionnaires, interviews, and 
classroom observations to assess the impact of these mythical elements on students' cultural 
interest, character design skills, and creative expression. The course design involved three 
stages: cultural background instruction, character design, and animation production, gradually 
guiding students to understand and create works infused with cultural significance. Results 
showed that after integrating Shan Hai Jing elements, students demonstrated a marked increase 
in interest in traditional culture and exhibited enhanced creativity and cultural identity in their 
projects. The study indicates that combining cultural content with technical instruction helps 
students not only master animation skills but also strengthens their cultural identity and creative 
expression. This educational model offers a reference for integrating traditional cultural content 
into technical courses, demonstrating that animation education can facilitate both the 
preservation and innovation of traditional culture in modern creative practices.
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Fig.1 The ancient book image of Qi Lin Fig.2 The ancient book image of Phoenix

Fig.3 The ancient book image of Bai Ze Fig.4 The ancient book image of Xuan Wu



Fig.5 Taotie by artist Shan Ze Fig.6 The ancient book image of Qiong Qi

Fig.7 The ancient book image of Hun Dun Fig.8 The ancient book image of Tao Wu





Question Pre-Test (No./%)
Post-Test 
(No./%)

Change Analysis

Interest in 
Traditional Culture

Low Interest: 24 
(60%)

High Interest: 27 
(68%)

Significant increase in cultural 
interest, especially after learning 
about the cultural background of 

Shan Hai Jing.

Understanding of 
Chinese Mythology

Basic 
Understanding: 

10 (25%)

Deep 
Understanding: 

30 (75%)

Students gained a deeper 
understanding of the myths in 

Shan Hai Jing, with 75% able to 
interpret the cultural symbols 

behind them.
Interest in Cultural 
Symbols from Shan 

Hai Jing

No Interest: 15 
(38%)

High Interest: 32 
(80%)

80% of students developed a 
strong interest in these symbols, 

reflecting the importance of 



Question Pre-Test (No./%)
Post-Test 
(No./%)

Change Analysis

cultural elements in animation 
education.

Students Able to 
Explain Cultural 

Symbols
5 (12%) 25 (62%)

Significant improvement in 
students' ability to explain the 

cultural meaning of mythological 
creatures such as Qi Lin and 

Phoenix.

Skill/Aspect
Pre-Test 
(No./%)

Post-Test 
(No./%)

Change Analysis

Use of Cultural 
Elements in 

Animation Design
6 (15%) 24 (60%)

Increased awareness and ability to incorporate 
cultural elements into creative work, inspired by 

Shan Hai Jing.

Confidence in 
Complex Character 

Design
12 (30%) 26 (65%)

Increased confidence in designing complex 
characters, especially in dealing with unique 
forms and symbolic meanings of mythical 

creatures.

Animation Modeling 
and Detail Handling 

Ability
12 (30%) 28 (70%)

Significant improvement in animation 
modeling, particularly in the treatment of details 

such as the feathers of the Phoenix and the 
structure of Xuan Wu.

Fusion of Visual 
Creativity and 

Cultural Expression
10 (25%) 30 (75%)

Students improved their ability to merge 
traditional cultural elements with modern 
animation, showcasing both creativity and 

cultural understanding.



Fig.9 Initial Design - Wei 
Xiaoran

Before learning: At first Student Wei Xiaoran designed the 
image of a Western monster.

Fig.10 Integrated Design - Wei 
Xiaoran

After learning: Inspired by the Phoenix's theme of rebirth, Wei 
Xiaoran introduced rebirth from ashes elements, using 
gradient-colored feathers to depict regeneration. He also added 
ashes and newborn flames in the background, deepening the 
cultural significance of vitality and hope.



Fig.11 Initial Design - Zhao 
Ming

Before learning: Student Zhao Ming created a multi-eyed 
guardian character symbolizing wisdom and insight, with 
multiple eyes and wings to enhance its mysterious aura.

Fig.12 Integrated Design - Zhao 
Ming

After learning: After learning Bai Ze's story, Zhao Ming added 
Bai Ze's unique horns and adjusted the layout of the eyes to more 
closely represent Bai Ze's ability to detect evil. This revised 
design conveys Bai Ze's wisdom and guardian attributes, adding 
layers of cultural significance to the character.




